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NEWS RELEASE
UD HABITAT HOUSE DEDICATION A CELEBRATION
OF STUDENT SERVICE, COMMITMENT AND HARD WORK
DAYTON, Ohio - Michelle Holmes and her five daughters are thrilled that their new
house is almost ready to call home. The family is equally happy about the 200-plus new friends
they made while working side-by-side for the last seven months to build the house.
Holmes and some of those friends, comprising University of Dayton students and other
volunteers for Habitat for Humanity, will celebrate "homecoming" and a job well done at the
dedication of the UD Habitat House at 1 p.m. Saturday, April28, at 4609 Dayview Ave. The
dedication will include the presentation of house keys to the Holmes family.
"We're very excited," Holmes said on behalf of her five daughters, ages 7 to 16. "The
house is really coming along and we hope to be in about the first week of May."
Holmes said she and her family are grateful to the students -most of them members of
the UD Habitat for Humanity organization -who sacrificed most of their Saturdays since late
September to provide them with a new home.
"The students are wonderful," she said. "I appreciate them so much and they did a
great job."
Susan Kotowski, a UD junior majoring in mechanical engineering technology, said the
Dayview home is the first the students have built completely from start to finish. The project
was coordinated under the auspices of Dayton Habitat for Humanity and supervised by John
Ewers, who has volunteered for the Dayton organization for 15 years. It was funded in part by
grants from National City Bank and The House the Assembly Built.
"The UD chapter of Habitat for Humanity is about 10 years old, and we've always
worked with the Dayton affiliate to help work on homes as they've needed us," said Kotowski,
who served as a work-site coordinator for the project. "But we really wanted to build a house
of our 'own' and see it through from start to finish. We felt we had enough experience from
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working on other homes, and John Ewers, our house leader, was really great to work with. He
supervised us throughout the project and brought in some of his own volunteers when a little
more expertise was needed. We wouldn't have been able to do this without him."
To complete the four-bedroom, 1,200-square-foot ranch house, the students worked
morning until late afternoon, regardless of the weather, nearly every Saturday since the project
was started. The 15 to 20 "regulars" who came weekly were joined by a total of more than 200
other students who came to work at least once during construction, Kotowski said.
In all students volunteered more than 1,600 hours.
Ewers credited the students with perseverance in getting the house finished on schedule,
in spite of inclement weather. "They've done an excellent job," he said, adding that success of
the project was a combination of the students' "hard work and attention to getting the job
done."
Kotowski said students worked as efficiently as possible to avoid being outside in the
coldest temperatures, but sometimes had to face the chill. "There were times we had to work
outside when it was freezing. We just wore lots of layers and gloves and tried to keep moving.
We also took turns warming up inside so no one would get stuck outside the entire time."
Speaking on behalf of all the student workers, Kotowski said the effort was more than
worthwhile.
"It's been a great experience to watch land once covered with brush and shrubs become
a yard with a finished house, and to know that we can accomplish something like this," she
said. "It was especially good to be able to interact with Michelle Holmes and her children. The
first time we watched the kids walk inside to the places where their rooms would be and saw
the expressions on their faces was incredible.
"Sometimes we just don't realize how fortunate we are. And to do something to help a
single mom whose trying to raise her kids on her own and give them a place to come home to
every day is a wonderful feeling."
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